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SOCI  201 

SOCIAL PROBLEMS 
 

Professor Kurt reymers, Ph.D.  (“Dr. K”) 

 

1.a. Education defined:  

 “the social institution that is responsible for 
transmitting knowledge, skills, and cultural values in 
a formally organized structure” (Kendall, 1998:274-297). 

 

   b. Schools are locally controlled.  
We finance most education in the US on a local level, through property 
taxes. We guard local control of schools "jealously." Local school boards 
have control over such matters as allocation of monies, curricular 
content, school rules, and hiring and firing policies. 

Education 
             Problems 

2. What are the main problems with U.S. education? 

a. Economic: Schools can more easily go into a budget crisis 
due to local control, especially in areas of low-tax property.  
 

 Costs of fuel for school buses and food for school lunches 
may increase.  
 

 When the costs to the schools begin to outweigh the money 
coming in through taxes and other funding sources, 
programs that are deemed unessential -- such as non-
academic or arts concentrations -- are cut and teachers may 
lose their jobs. 

Education 
             Problems 
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2. What are the main problems with U.S. education? 

b. Performance: The U.S. is only middle of the pack internationally 
in math, science, and reading education. 
 

 In 2015, the U.S. ranked 38th out of 71 countries in math and 24th in 
science & reading, in PISA tests designed for 15 year olds (Singapore is #1). 

 

 Also, average math scores for fourth- and eighth-graders in 2015 fell for 
the first time since 1990. 

 

 Standardized testing curricula, such as the Common Core tests, have 
been controversial due to the challenges they pose to local control.  
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2. What are the main problems with U.S. education? 

c. Drugs: Substance use and abuse, according to the U.S. Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention, are major issues affecting 
American students.  
 

 A 2011 survey of American high school students by the CDC notes 
that 39 percent of teens reported drinking alcohol within the past 
30 days and 22 percent engaged in binge drinking.  
 

 Many teens begin substance abuse through regular regimens of 
legal prescription drugs, even (ironically) drugs “designed” to help 
them in school (Ritalin, Adderall, etc.). 

Education 
             Problems 

2. What are the main problems with U.S. education? 

d. Changing Norms: Society’s norms are putting more responsibility 
for children and expectations for their care on social institutions, such as 
daycare, schools, and law enforcement. 
 
 Meanwhile,  the Pew Research Center reports that Americans have a 

declining interest in education.  
 

 Schools have taken on an industrial character (Sir Ken Robinson 
RSAnimate) 
 

 Money is not the answer to boosting our country’s international 
educational status. In studying the world’s highest achievers — Finland, 
Singapore and Ontario, CA — our lack of respect for teachers is the 
nation’s number one enemy of education. 
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http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2017/02/15/u-s-students-internationally-math-science/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/education/on-the-world-stage-us-students-fall-behind/2016/12/05/610e1e10-b740-11e6-a677-b608fbb3aaf6_story.html?utm_term=.e99466bb5b12
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Programme_for_International_Student_Assessment
http://newsroom.ucla.edu/releases/are-children-who-take-ritalin-246186
http://www.add-adhd.org/ritalin.html
http://www.people-press.org/2012/01/23/public-priorities-deficit-rising-terrorism-slipping/
http://www.people-press.org/2012/01/23/public-priorities-deficit-rising-terrorism-slipping/
http://www.people-press.org/2012/01/23/public-priorities-deficit-rising-terrorism-slipping/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zDZFcDGpL4U
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/matthew-lynch-edd/american-students-conside_b_1682100.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/matthew-lynch-edd/american-students-conside_b_1682100.html
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2. What are the main problems with U.S. education? 

e. Privatization: The “neoliberal” (conservative) agenda in the United States is to get 
government out of any service that can be provided by the private market. Education is 
no exception. 
 
 “Public” charter schools offer taxpayer-funded education without the benefits of 

oversight by local taxpayers and without collective bargaining agreements 
(unionization) of teachers – all of the power is in the hands of the administrators and 
executives. 
 

 Private charter schools have no regulation on religious education (public schools must 
respect the wall between church and state). Mother Jones: Betsy DeVos Wants to Use 
America's Schools to Build "God's Kingdom” 

 
 Real public schools, by law, must serve all students in the district (including special 

needs students); charter schools can pick and choose their students), leading to 
potential discrimination and unequal educational opportunity: (see chart, next page) 
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School name 
% Economically 
disadvantaged 
students 

% Special 
education 
students 

Success Academy Charter- Harlem 1 76% 16% 

PS 149 Sojourner Truth 90% 36% 

PS 242 Young Diplomats Magnet 
Academy 

93% 36% 

PS 76 Philip Randolph 89% 21% 

PS 7 Samuel Stern 83% 32% 

Success Academy Charter-Bed-Stuy 2 60% 18% 

PS 297 Abraham Stockton 82% 26% 

PS 59 William Floyd 84% 25% 

PS 23 Carter G. Woodson 86% 30% 

Success Academy Charter-Bronx 2 67% 14% 

PS 55 Benjamin Franklin 95% 20% 

PS 110 Theodore Schoenfeld 95% 28% 

PS 132 Garrett A Morgan 86% 25% 
Source: https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/answer-sheet/wp/2016/07/24/why-charter-schools-get-public-education-advocates-so-angry/?utm_term=.b4f3a1e8aaa9 

3. What problems exist in U.S. higher education? 
a. Cost: Unlike public secondary education, higher education 
(college and university) in the U.S. is privately-controlled. Yet, it 
faces its own challenges, the primary one being cost.  
 
 It’s not going toward my salary! “At some private colleges, for instance, 

58 percent of the dollars go to student and institutional support services, 
compared with just 42 percent that is spent on actual instruction.” 
Washington Post 

 
 Government is spending much less on your education. Student tuition 

dollars at public research universities covered around 50 percent of 
educational costs in 2008. Today, they cover nearly 63 percent. 
Meanwhile, when measured per student, state spending on instruction at 
public colleges is at its lowest point since 1980. Washington Post 
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https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/answer-sheet/wp/2016/07/24/why-charter-schools-get-public-education-advocates-so-angry/?utm_term=.b4f3a1e8aaa9
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/answer-sheet/wp/2016/07/24/why-charter-schools-get-public-education-advocates-so-angry/?utm_term=.b4f3a1e8aaa9
http://www.motherjones.com/politics/2017/01/betsy-devos-christian-schools-vouchers-charter-education-secretary
http://www.motherjones.com/politics/2017/01/betsy-devos-christian-schools-vouchers-charter-education-secretary
http://www.motherjones.com/politics/2017/01/betsy-devos-christian-schools-vouchers-charter-education-secretary
http://www.motherjones.com/politics/2017/01/betsy-devos-christian-schools-vouchers-charter-education-secretary
http://www.motherjones.com/politics/2017/01/betsy-devos-christian-schools-vouchers-charter-education-secretary
http://www.motherjones.com/politics/2017/01/betsy-devos-christian-schools-vouchers-charter-education-secretary
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/answer-sheet/wp/2016/07/24/why-charter-schools-get-public-education-advocates-so-angry/?utm_term=.b4f3a1e8aaa9
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/answer-sheet/wp/2016/07/24/why-charter-schools-get-public-education-advocates-so-angry/?utm_term=.b4f3a1e8aaa9
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/answer-sheet/wp/2016/07/24/why-charter-schools-get-public-education-advocates-so-angry/?utm_term=.b4f3a1e8aaa9
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/answer-sheet/wp/2016/07/24/why-charter-schools-get-public-education-advocates-so-angry/?utm_term=.b4f3a1e8aaa9
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/answer-sheet/wp/2016/07/24/why-charter-schools-get-public-education-advocates-so-angry/?utm_term=.b4f3a1e8aaa9
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/answer-sheet/wp/2016/07/24/why-charter-schools-get-public-education-advocates-so-angry/?utm_term=.b4f3a1e8aaa9
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/answer-sheet/wp/2016/07/24/why-charter-schools-get-public-education-advocates-so-angry/?utm_term=.b4f3a1e8aaa9
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/answer-sheet/wp/2016/07/24/why-charter-schools-get-public-education-advocates-so-angry/?utm_term=.b4f3a1e8aaa9
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/answer-sheet/wp/2016/07/24/why-charter-schools-get-public-education-advocates-so-angry/?utm_term=.b4f3a1e8aaa9
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/answer-sheet/wp/2016/07/24/why-charter-schools-get-public-education-advocates-so-angry/?utm_term=.b4f3a1e8aaa9
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/answer-sheet/wp/2016/07/24/why-charter-schools-get-public-education-advocates-so-angry/?utm_term=.b4f3a1e8aaa9
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/answer-sheet/wp/2016/07/24/why-charter-schools-get-public-education-advocates-so-angry/?utm_term=.b4f3a1e8aaa9
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/answer-sheet/wp/2016/07/24/why-charter-schools-get-public-education-advocates-so-angry/?utm_term=.b4f3a1e8aaa9
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/answer-sheet/wp/2016/07/24/why-charter-schools-get-public-education-advocates-so-angry/?utm_term=.b4f3a1e8aaa9
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/answer-sheet/wp/2016/07/24/why-charter-schools-get-public-education-advocates-so-angry/?utm_term=.b4f3a1e8aaa9
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/answer-sheet/wp/2016/07/24/why-charter-schools-get-public-education-advocates-so-angry/?utm_term=.b4f3a1e8aaa9
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/answer-sheet/wp/2016/07/24/why-charter-schools-get-public-education-advocates-so-angry/?utm_term=.b4f3a1e8aaa9
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/answer-sheet/wp/2016/07/24/why-charter-schools-get-public-education-advocates-so-angry/?utm_term=.b4f3a1e8aaa9
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/answer-sheet/wp/2016/07/24/why-charter-schools-get-public-education-advocates-so-angry/?utm_term=.b4f3a1e8aaa9
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/answer-sheet/wp/2016/07/24/why-charter-schools-get-public-education-advocates-so-angry/?utm_term=.b4f3a1e8aaa9
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/grade-point/wp/2016/01/22/why-the-price-tag-of-a-college-degree-continues-to-rise/?utm_term=.102d5a3e5ade
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/grade-point/wp/2016/01/22/why-the-price-tag-of-a-college-degree-continues-to-rise/?utm_term=.3bd15240a1bb
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/grade-point/wp/2016/01/22/why-the-price-tag-of-a-college-degree-continues-to-rise/?utm_term=.3bd15240a1bb
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjnjMCJlo7TAhVF5xoKHSv1D3EQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Ftcf.org%2Fcontent%2Fcommentary%2Fgotd-the-increasing-cost-of-higher-education%2F&psig=AFQjCNGKcxC0o1NXucYJULy7Scc8aMIzfw&ust=1491511026245362


4/5/2017 

4 

3. What problems exist in U.S. higher education? 

b. Loans: To pay for the higher costs, student loans have 
been used to supplement parental savings and 
scholarships/grants. 
 

 In 2012, student loan debt peaked over $1 trillion nationally, higher 
than consumer credit card debt.  

 

 The current “mess” is just one of many that have been created in 
the attempt to solve educational social problems since the 1950s 
(see Best and Best 2014, The Student Loan Mess). 
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3. What problems exist in U.S. higher education? 
c. The 4 “Messes” of Student Loans (Joel and Eric Best, 2014): 

i. 1958 - 1972: Opened access through creation of the Federal Student Loan Program; 
 Unintended consequence = limited access to private loans (unavailable to lower 
 social classes). 
 
ii. 1972 - 1998: Guaranteed stable access to loans through creation of Sallie Mae (private 
 federal loan servicer; now “Navient”); Unintended consequence = high rates of loan 
 defaults (no repayment). 
  
iii. 1998 - 2010: Increased usage of student loans and accompanying debt load due to 
 rising college costs; Unintended consequence = economic slowdown; “millenials” 
 not able to afford middle class lifestyle (downward structural mobility). 
 
iv. 2010 - today: Fear of an economic “bubble” being created by financial sector  
  manipulation of well-intentioned student loan debt policies; Unintended 
 consequence could be a second Great Recession. 

So, is free college tuition a good idea? Or will there be 
negative reverberations from that policy as well? 
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http://docshare04.docshare.tips/files/21206/212069528.pdf

